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Outline

• NSF Midscale Innovation Program

• Resources to help you get started 

• NOAO proposal process and 2018B CFP

• CHARA staff support

• VLTI proposals
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Community Access to CHARA
• Initiating an open access program at CHARA 

that is supported by a NSF/MSIP award

• Community access to telescope time and a 

user-friendly database of archival data

• Time allocated through NOAO TAC: 

25 nights in 2018B (Aug – Dec; due Mar 30)

• Providing 25 nights/semester over next 4 years

• About 2x oversubscribed in 2018A (Feb – July)
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Books

• Practical Optical Interferometry: Imaging at 

Visible and Infrared Wavelengths, 

David Buscher & Malcolm Longair ($32)

• Principles of Stellar Interferometry, 

Andreas Glindmann ($169)

• Introduction to Optical Stellar Interferometry, 

Antoine Labeyrie, S. Lipson, & P.Nisenson

($57)
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Free Materials
• Introduction to the theory of interferometry, 

C.A. Haniff
http://nexsci.caltech.edu/workshop/2006/talks/Haniff_theory.pdf

• Optical Interferometry in Astronomy, John Monnier
http://dept.astro.lsa.umich.edu/~monnier/Publications/ROP2003_

final.pdf

• Principles of Long Baseline Interferometry,

P. Lawson et al. 
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/41240

• CHARA Publications: 
http://www.chara.gsu.edu/astronomers/publications

Scientific, technical
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http://ast.noao.edu/facilities/other/chara
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https://www.noao.edu/gateway/chara/
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2018B NOAO Call for Proposals

• 25 nights will be available during the 2018B 

observing semester (August – December, 2018)

• CHARA will be closed for the month of January

• Request minimum increments of 1/2 night

• No restricted targets

• 18 month proprietary period

• Deadline March 30, 2018  

• Next 2019A: February-July, 2019
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NOAO Proposal Process
http://ast.noao.edu/observing/call-for-proposals-2018a

• Proposals can be prepared on-line, or with a 

LaTeX template and submitted via upload.

• An advantage of on-line preparation is that the 

proposal will remain in the system for several 

years, and can be updated and resubmitted 

easily.
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• Abstract: 175 words

• Scientific justification: 1 page

• Experimental design: 1 page

• Other Facilities: 1/2 page

• Previous NOAO time: 1/2 page

• Figures: 3

• Target tables

NOAO Interactive Proposal Form
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Tips on how to write a proposal

• Lecture from Stan Metchev

http://www.astro.sunysb.edu/metchev/PHY517_

AST443/lecture6.pdf

• A sample proposal with in-line advice:

https://www.noao.edu/noaoprop/help/sample.pdf
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Advice from Steve Ridgway

• The biggest question in a TAC’s mind 

(or whatever serves as a TAC mind) is, 

what can you do with the data, and 

will you do it.  

The way to forestall concerns like that is to 

show with real or simulated data that you can 

carry out the post-observing work.
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• No matter how carefully written, you can always make 

it a little more convincing next time.

• There is a funny effect – individual TAC members may 

forget details of your proposal, but notice that it is 

familiar, and in my experience, this can result in a kind 

of favorable bias.

• Many TAC decisions are decided by one vote, and 

TAC membership evolves continuously.

• Therefore, if you believe in your proposal, then as 

Winston Churchill supposedly said, but did not say, but 

could have said: “Never give up – never, never, never!”
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CHARA Collaborators
• CHARA staff can help you!

• "Members of the CHARA collaboration may 

participate as collaborators on NOAO proposals 

and be listed as such in the text of proposals (but 

not as P.I. or Co-I. on the cover sheet).”

• Note: this is a current CHARA rule, intended to 

support broader community access, while 

enabling PIs to benefit from CHARA 

collaborators if they wish.
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Observing at CHARA
http://www.chara.gsu.edu/observers

• Contact CHARA staff to help design program and set 

optical configurations

• Plan to visit MWO to help with observations 

(travel support available) OR be available for live 

Skype session with operators/astronomers

• VEGA programs merged

• CHARA archive will soon be available

• Data reduction and analysis packages available

• Journal of past observations at JMMC:

http://oidb.jmmc.fr/index.html
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Key Contacts
proposals, pre- and post-observing

• Gail Schaefer

CHARA Visitor Support Scientist

schaefer@chara-array.org

• Jeremy Jones

CHARA Data Scientist

jones@chara.gsu.edu

• Steve Ridgway

CHARA/NOAO Liason

ridgway@noao.edu
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VLTI Proposal Submissions

• Bi-annual call-for-proposals

• https://www.eso.org/sci/facilities/paranal/cfp/cfp101.html

• Proposals due end of March 2018 →

observation Oct. 2018/March 2019

• ATs = 4 movable 1.8m telescopes

• UTs = 4 fixed 8m telescopes (add + 2mag)

• Combiners: AMBER (3T, H+K), GRAVITY (4T, K) 

PIONIER (4T, H)

• Helpful to have a European collaborator
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ESO non-member state proposal

• If at least 2/3 of the applicants are not affiliated to ESO 

member institutes, the following apply:

• The proposal has to be scientifically outstanding.

• The required instrumentation is not available at any 

other observatory accessible to the applicants.

• If similar proposals of ESO members states are rated 

equally, preference will be given to those.

• ESO will only grant financial support to astronomers 

affiliated to ESO member institutes.
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CHARA Research 

Sponsored by

National Science Foundation

GSU College of Arts & Sciences

plus resources obtained

by the

CHARA Collaboration Members

<><><><><><><><><><><><><>

www.chara.gsu.edu


