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Community Access to CHARA
ÅInitiating an open access program at CHARA 

that is supported by a NSF/MSIP award

ÅCommunity access to telescope time and a 

user-friendly database of archival data

ÅTime allocated through NOAO TAC: 

25 nights in 2018A (Feb ïJuly; due Oct 2)

ÅProviding 25 nights/semester over next 4 years
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Books

Å Practical Optical Interferometry: Imaging at 

Visible and Infrared Wavelengths, 

David Buscher& Malcolm Longair($32)

Å Principles of Stellar Interferometry, 

Andreas Glindmann($169)

Å Introduction to Optical Stellar Interferometry, 

Antoine Labeyrie, S. Lipson, & P.Nisenson

($57)



CHARA Community Workshop 2017-09-08

Free Materials
ÅIntroduction to the theory of interferometry, 

C.A. Haniff
http://nexsci.caltech.edu/workshop/2006/talks/Haniff_theory.pdf

ÅOptical Interferometryin Astronomy, John Monnier
http://dept.astro.lsa.umich.edu/~monnier/Publications/ROP2003_

final.pdf

ÅPrinciples of Long Baseline Interferometry,

P. Lawson et al. 
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/41240

ÅCHARA Publications: 
http://www.chara.gsu.edu/astronomers/publications

Scientific, technical



CHARA Community Workshop 2017-09-08

http://ast.noao.edu/facilities/other/chara
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https://www.noao.edu/gateway/chara/
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2018A NOAO Call for Proposals

Å25 nights will be available during the 2018A 

observing semester (February ïJuly)

ÅCHARA will be closed for the month of January

ÅRequest minimum increments of 1/2 night

ÅNo restricted targets

Å18 month proprietary period

ÅDeadline October 2  

Å2018B: August-December, 2018
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NOAO Proposal Process
http://ast.noao.edu/observing/call-for-proposals-2018a

ÅProposals can be prepared on-line, or with a 

LaTeXtemplate and submitted via upload.

ÅAn advantage of on-line preparation is that the 

proposal will remain in the system for several 

years, and can be updated and resubmitted 

easily.
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ÅAbstract: 175 words

ÅScientific justification: 1 page

ÅExperimental design: 1 page

ÅOther Facilities: 1/2 page

ÅPrevious NOAO time: 1/2 page

ÅFigures: 3

ÅTarget tables

NOAO Interactive Proposal Form
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Tips on how to write a proposal

ÅLecture from Stan Metchev

http://www.astro.sunysb.edu/metchev/PHY517_

AST443/lecture6.pdf

ÅA sample proposal with in-line advice:

https://www.noao.edu/noaoprop/help/sample.pdf
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Advice from Steve Ridgway

ÅThe biggest question in a TACôsmind (or 

whatever serves as a TAC mind) is, what can 

you do with the data, and will you do it.  The 

way to forestall concerns like that is to show 

with real or simulated data that you can carry 

out the post-observing work.



CHARA Community Workshop 2017-09-08

ÅNo matter how carefully written, you can always make 

it a little more convincing next time.

ÅThere is a funny effect ïindividual TAC members may 

forget details of your proposal, but notice that it is 

familiar, and in my experience, this can result in a kind 

of favorable bias.

ÅMany TAC decisions are decided by one vote, and 

TAC membership evolves continuously.

ÅTherefore, if you believe in your proposal, then as 

Winston Churchill supposedly said, but did not say, but 

could have said: ñNever give up ïnever, never, never!ò
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CHARA Collaborators

Å"Members of the CHARA collaboration may 

participate as collaborators on NOAO proposals 

and be listed as such in the text of proposals (but 

not as P.I. or Co-I. on the cover sheet).ò

ÅNote: this is a current CHARA rule, intended to 

support broader community access, while 

enabling PIs to benefit from CHARA 

collaborators if they wish.
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