Astronomy 1010 – Phases of the Moon
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS SHEET!!

Put answers on the Scantron form provided :)

1.
What causes the Moon’s phases?


A.
The Moon has no phases


B.
Where the Moon is in relation to Earth and the Sun


C.
The Sun only illuminates a small portion of the Moon at one time


D.
Earth’s shadow falling on the Moon


E.
The Moon is a disk that only shows parts of itself during one cycle

2.
Which of the following is a correct order for Lunar phases during one cycle?


A.
waxing gibbous, full, waning gibbous, waxing crescent


B.
new, full, 1st quarter, 3rd quarter


C.
3rd quarter, waxing gibbous, waning gibbous, full


D.
full, waxing crescent, waning crescent, new


E.
waning crescent, waxing gibbous, 3rd quarter, waxing crescent

3.
Why is the Moon brightly illuminated?


A.
it produces its own light from thermonuclear fusion


B.
it produces its own light from radioactive decay


C.
it produces its own light from electricity (like a light bulb)


D.
it reflects light from the Sun


E.
it reflects light from other stars (not the Sun)

4.
If seen from space far above the Earth-Moon system, how much of the Moon looks illuminated?


A.
The entire surface of the Moon


B.
Three-quarters of the surface of the Moon


C.
One-half of the surface of the Moon


D.
One-quarter of the surface of the Moon


E.
It depends on what phase the Moon is in

5.
If the Moon’s phase is 1st Quarter, at what time is it highest in the sky?


A.
9 a.m.
C.
6 p.m. (sunset)
E.
12 a.m. (midnight)


B.
12 p.m. (noon)
D.
9 p.m.

6.
How long does it take the Moon to go from Full to 3rd Quarter?


A.
about 1 day
C.
about 7 days
E.
about 30 days


B.
about 3 days
D.
about 10 days

7.
Did you read the chapter pertaining to this topic before this exercise?


A.
yes
B.
no
Post-activity reflection


Did you read the chapter relating to this topic before class?


Was this activity helpful in your understanding of this topic?  Why or why not?


Was there a section that was particularly helpful to you?  Why?


Was there a section that was particularly confusing for you?  Why?


Do you have any recommendations for using this activity with future students?

